editor'snote

Stand Up for Pet Sales

Tvm years ago, we warned you that pet sales—and
puppy sales in particular—were under unprece-
dented attack. Today, we are sorry to say that the situ-
ation is even worse, Measures to ban retail pet sales
are not just coming faster, they're succeeding more
often: Thirteen localities in eight states have passed
retail pet sale bans, and three have done so in just the
last six months. As of this writing, the cities of San
Francisco, Irvine, Calif,, and 5t. Louis were consider-
‘ ing retail pet sales bans as well.

i You can bet that well-financed organizations with
strong anti-pet store agendas, such as the Humane Society of the United States,
the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals, are behind most of these bans.

The trauble is, these restrictive laws won't just cripple stores that sell animals.
They will cripple all pet retail outlets, and all the vendors who supply them. After
all, it's pretty hard to sell kibble and collars to someane who can’t get the dog he
wants, or pellets and filters to someone who doesn't have fish.

We simply cannot afford to sit idly by and say, “Let the other guy deal with it
We must stand up on behalf of responsible pet ownership as well as the right to
sell live animals, We must stand beside our colleagues—and even our competi-
tors—in support of the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council, which has been a
tireless advocate for the pet industry for more than 40 years.

Supporting PIJAC probably costs less than you think. Annual dues for inde-
pendent retailers start at 60 based on gross sales, but average $350 1o 5660. That
works out to less than §2 a day, which is about what you'd pay for a cup of regular
coffee at your favorite coffee shop, Individual pet owners can join for just $25 per
year. Surely, that's within our means,

For more information abouwt joining PIJAC, or about promoting membership
through a campaign similar to the successful one launched recently by Lone
Star Pet Supply Inc. and Coastal Pet Products Inc. (see "New Member Drive for
PIJAC, page 6), contact Mike Canning at 202-452-1525 or mcanning@pijac.org.

Karen Long MacLeod
Associate Publisher/Editor in Chief
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